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"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID."

W\NVV.DENNEWS.COM

THECOURTSIE~ASssociate
Mark Bonnstetter, associate
athletic director for operations.
charged with two felonies
By Matt Daniels
Sports Edttor

Nora Maberry
Editor in Chief

Eastern's
associate
athletic
director for operations, Mark
Bonnsterter, has been charged with
two felonies and a misdemeanor,
stemming from an incident on N ov.
25.
Bonnsterter, 38, who also serves
as the university's head athletic
trainer was arrested N ov. 28 on
charges of alleged criminal trespass
to a residence, according to Coles
County court records. That charge
is a Class 4 felony.
On Dec. II, two more charges
were filed against Bonnsterter. H e
was also charged with residential
burglary, a Class I felony, and with
attempted criminal sexual abuse, a
Class A misdemeanor.
The charges stem from an

incident that allegedly happened
on N ov. 25 at a neighbor's home,
according to court records.
The Class I felony charge of
residential burglary is an offense
that can be punishable by serving
no more than I5 years in a state
prison, but no fewer than four years,
according to Illinois statutes.
The criminal trespass to a
residence, the Class 4 felony, can be
punishable by serving no more than
three years in a state prison, but no
less than one year.
The Class A misdemeanor can be
punishable by serving time in a state
prison for less than a year. A fine of
$2,500 or an amount specified in
the offense, whichever is greater,
can be levied.
Bonnsterter, reached Tuesday,
declined to comment on the
matter.
Bonnsterter's lawyer, Ron Tulin,
also declined comment.
''I'm not going to comment on
anything," Tulin said. "The outcome
is still pending."
Assistant state's attorneys Bryan

AD charged

The law breakdown
.. Class 1 felony: is an offense that can be punishable by serving no more than 15
years in a state prison, but no fewer than four years.
" Class 4 felony: can be punishable by serving no more than three years in a state
prison, but no less than one year.
" Class A misdemeanor: can be punishable by serving time in a state prison for less
than a year. A fine of $2,500 or an amount specified in the offense, whichever is greater,
can be levied.
-From Illinois StaMes

Shaw and John Longwell were not
available for comment.
John Smith, Eastern's associate
athletic director for development,
said he was "aware there was an
incident" but declined further
comment.
Eastern's director of athletics
Rich McDuffie could not be reached
for comment while attending his
daughter's wedding in Las Vegas.
Rich Moser, Eastern's sports
information director, said all
comments would be handled
through the university, not the
athletic department.
Moser said that the university
handles all statements regarding
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university employees, even those in
the athletic department.
Vicki Woodard, Eastern's chief of
communications, said the university
looks at alleged charges like these
and determines an outcome based
on the facts.
"The university looks at the
charges and may make temporary
adjustments, such as paid leave of
absence or reassignment of duties,"
said Woodard.
Woodard did not comment
specifically on the charges facing
Bonnstetter.
Bonnstetter is continuing to work
as head athletic trainer and associate
athletic director at Eastern.

CITY I CONSTRUCTION

Million dollar
renovations
coming to
Fourth street
Construction needs
IDOT approval, spring
2008 start date eyed
By Rob Siebert
Senior City Reporter

JAY GRABIEC/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Coles county board chair Jan Eads calls the vote on a employement agreement that the board discussed
during the Coles county board meeting on Tuesday evening at the Coles county court house.

Board appoints district reps
By Jadyn Gorski
County Board Reporter

The Coles County Board
appointed area
representatives
Tuesday night.
The board appointed three
people to the H omann Drainage
District. Each term's expiration date
is staggered.
One position will last until

the first Tuesday in December
2007 ; another the first Tuesday of
December 2008, and the last expires
the first Tuesday of December
2009.
The appointed positions to
the Loxa Drainage District, Little
Wabash Drainage District and
the Coles County Planning and
Regional District will last until the
first Tuesday in December 2008.
The appointed position to the

Bob Wayland, Eastern's director
of Employee and Labor Relations,
said many circumstances are a
factor when considering dismissing
an employee when this type of
situation happens.
"Until they plead guilty or are
convicted or are found guilty, we do
not judge them on that," Wayland
said.
"Eventually, the president would
decide as the university's chief
operating officer. It would be based
upon the advice of someone else
recommending it," said Wayland.
A hearing was held Dec. 22
to modify Bonnsterter's bond
conditions, according to court
records.
Tulin requested that Bonnstetter's
bond be changed to allow him to
leave the state oflllinois for business
and medical purposes. The request
was granted, but Bonnsterter must
give seven days notice to the state
as to his destination and purpose,
according to court records.
A preliminary hearing is set for I
p.m. on Jan. 22.

Emergency Telephone Systems
Board will last until June 2009.
The board also approved the
extension of the liquor licenses
for Meadowview Golf Course in
Mattoon and the Mattoon Golf and
Country Club.
The Coles County Board
meetings are at 7 p.m. Tuesdays
in room 329 in the Coles County
Courthouse. The meetings are open
to the public.

Some Charleston residents may
soon be living on a million-dollar
street.
Fourth Street residents met
with Public Works Director Curt
Buescher at City H all Tuesday
night to discuss proposed changes
between Polk and Madison Ave.
Buescher showed about a dozen
residents the preliminary blueprints
for the project.
The project would widen Fourth
Street from nearly 24, to 26 feet,
as well as install a sidewalk, install
a right turn lane at Madison, and
increase overall safety for vehicles.
Though nothing has been
approved by the Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT), the
city hopes to start construction
in Spring 2008. The city hopes to
complete the project finish by that
October.
Buescher said that the project
would cost about $I million
from Motor Fuel Tax funds and
Secondary Transportation Urban
Funds.

As a result of the construction,
Fourth Street would gain I8 inches
of width on both sides.
The proposed sidewalk would
stretch all the way from Polk to
Madison Avenue on the West Side
of the Street.
On the East side, it would break
at Van Buren, then go from Jackson
to Madison.
Because of the land's uneven
nature, the sidewalk may curve
around trees, and certain residences
may have a varying amount ofspace
between the cement and the curb.
Once completed, Buescher said
he thinks the sidewalks will make
the area safer for people walking
toward businesses near the square.
"If they can get to (Van Buren),
they can branch out and go to any of
the bars, they can go to the theater,
they can go to the courthouse, they
can go to the library, they can go
wherever they need to go," Buescher
said.
During
construction,
the
city also intends to erect a few
small retaining walls, including a
retaining wall between Tyler Street
and H arrison Avenue, as workers
strive to improve the hill area on
the west side of the road.
"When we get done, that hill
on the west side of Fourth Street is
going to look nice," Buescher said.
The approximate vehicle traffic
on Fourth Street is 435 vehicles per
day, Buescher said.
The city hopes the modifications
will provide Fourth Street with safer
intersections.
A driver should be able to see
355 feet in either direction when he
or she is at an intersection, Buescher
said.
Some intersections on the street
provide far less vision, which can
compromise safety, he said.
n

SEE FOURTH STREET, PAGE Z

n Fourth Street
FROM PAGE 1

Property owners on Fourth Street
were inquisitive but mostly nonresistant to the proposed changes.
"I'm for it, because I think our
sidewalks are crappy," said Tonia
Geib, a Charleston resident. "I
think it' ll make it look a lot nicer."
The construction will affect 56
properties.
To ensure maximum efficiency,
the city would need to purchase a
portion of land from I5 residents.
Buescher hopes to work with
residents to ensure convenience and
address any complaints or issues.
If approved, the city would
divide the project, working on the
areas between Polk and H arrison
Avenue, and H arrison and Madison
Avenue separately.
The next stage in the project
is to send the preliminary plans
JOHN BAILfl I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS to IDOT for approval, which
A car drives down Fourth Street in Charleston on Tuesday afternoon. According to Curt Buescher, the Director of Charleston Public Works, Fourth
Buescher plans to do as soon as
street between Polk and Madison is due for a facelift.
possible.

Hot chocolate welcomes
students hack to campus
By Ashley Rueff
Senior University Reporter

Kevin Lee did his best to fight
off the cold yesterday by shoving
his hands into his jean pockets
while winds attacked the free hot
chocolate booth he was working at
for the Office of Orientation.
The booth was set up in the
commemorative courtyard from
I 0 a.m. to 2 p.m. yesterday as part
of the Prowl program welcoming
new transfer and freshman students
to Eastern with hot chocolate and
information about winter safety.
"This is our winter Prowl, and
it's to help new transfer students
and new freshman students become
more oriented to the campus,"
said Megan Stepp, an orientation
coordinator with the orientation
office.

"We just wanted to be able to
speak to students," she said.
By II :30 a.m., a half-hour into
Lee's shift at the booth, he had
given away 20 styrofoam cups of
hot chocolate.
Passersby were happy for the
warm treat, he said. "Especially on
a cold day like this."
The wind chill index was 25
degrees at II :30 a.m.
"We want to make the new
students feel welcome," said Lee, a
junior psychology major. "We do
this every year for the fall but we
never do anything for the spring."
Jarrod Scherley, a freshman preengineering major stopped for a cup
of cocoa in between classes and said
the temperature was just right.
Erin Keefe, a senior mathematics
major yelled, ''This is so good!" after
taking a sip of her free hot chocolate

on her way to the union.
She encouraged others to take a
cup exclaiming, "This hot chocolate
is amazing," as they passed.
Stepp said the hot chocolate was
a hit and ran out after only two
hours yesterday.
''A lot of people were like ' Man
why don't you do this all the time?"'
Stepp said.
Luckily for them, the booth
will be back today with more hot
chocolate and is slated to be set up
throughout the month.
Organizations on campus like
student government, the Blue Crew
and the H ealth Education Resource
Center will be helping to man the
booth in January to distribute more
information to students.
"We want the students to know
that we're here for them," Stepp
said.
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I FACULTY SENATE

WEDNESDAY

Degree requirements cause debate
Higher education funding
is not a priority for Illinois
legislators
By Jess Kinsella
Faculty Senate Reporter

Funding for higher education remains on the
bottom of the totem pole in the state of Illinois.
Les Hyder, a member of the Faculty Advisory
Committee and journalism professor, joined the
faculty senate to discuss issues and topics within
FAC.
Local and state legislative leaders have been
attending the FAC meetings over the past two
years, Hyder said.
He added that Gov. Rod Blagojevich and

legislators agree on three funding priorities: K12 education, health care and pensions.
''lhere is just not enough money in the state
to do what the state needs," Hyder said.
One problem could be that some of the
legislators do not have an understanding of how
higher education works, Hyder said.
For example, much of the research that
four-year universities conduct is portrayed as
"frivolous work," he said.
The legislators seem to believe the research is
done at the expense of students.
"Higher education does not speak with
a common voice," he said. Each individual
university has its own specific needs.
Hyder expressed the opinion that higher
education is mainly an afterthought.
He also discussed teacher preparation, which
has been an ongoing topic of the FAC.
Members drafted a position statement that

would require all smdents wanting a teacher's
certificate to earn a bachelor's degree in the
discipline that the certification is sought after,
H yder explained.
H ydersaiditwould be beneficial to implement
these requirements so that teachers will be better
prepared before teaching their class.
Although Eastern's requirements are close, it
may be difficult for some students to graduate
within four years using those proposed by the
FAC.
H owever, many of the senate members
agreed with Thomas Sinclair, a special education
professor, who said it would take numerous years
for a special education major to complete all the
necessary bachelor degrees they would need to
teach that field.
The next faculty senate meeting will be held at
2 p.m. Jan. 23 in the Booth Library Conference
Room4440.

1.10.07

campus briefs
Textbook Rental hours
n Students can pick up spring
semester books at Textbook Rental.
n Textbook Rental extended hours are
as follows:
n Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. to 7
p.m.
n Friday: 8 a.m. to 4:30p.m.
n Regular rental hours are:
n 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday

through Friday.
n Students who drop a class must
return books within two days to avoid
fines.

Deadline to drop a class
n Friday is the last day for students to
add a class.
n The deadline to withdraw from
Eastern or drop a class and still receive
a refund is lanuary 22.
n The deadline for students to
decrease a meal plans for the semester
is coming up. To change a meal plan,
students should go to the housing office
in the lower level of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union by 4:30p.m.
Friday.

Program sponsors feminist
writing contest in February
n Feminist papers are being sought
for the Women's Studies Program
writing contest.
Students who wrote a paper during
the 2006 school year are eligible. The
deadline for submissions is Feb. 5.
A cash award will be presented to
contest winners at a reception during
the program's celebration of Women's
History Month in March.
Full contest rules are available from the
Women's Studies Minor Web site: www.
eiu.edu/-wsminor/wham.html.

JOHN BAILEY/ THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Even on a sunny, cold day, construction does not stop as two workers who are high above the ground check their new welds in the peak of the
Dounda Fine Arts Center Tuesday afternoon.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

I ELECTIONS

TODAY

Fraud charges investigated
By Matt Hopf
Student Government Reporter

With the December election results being
contested for alleged fraud, Ceci Brinker,
director of Student Life, will begin the process
of looking into the allegations.
Brinker needs to meet with Student Senate
Speaker Jeff Lange, Ashlei Birch, student
executive director of elections, and a few others
to determine what needs to happen.
The contesting of the election could not be
reviewed before break due to finals, and everyone
has now just returned, she said.
The election policies will be reviewed before
the student government spring elections, Brinker
said.
On Dec. 7, Smdent Senate candidate Chris
Kromphardt told The Daily Eastern News that
candidate Tori Frazier and he would be filing an
official grievance with Birch.
Kromphardt alleged that polling stations were
left abandoned and that current Student Senate
members and other candidates were working the
polls unsupervised.

oncampus

Brinker expects a decision on what course of
action to take early next week.

Anderson works on safety funding
Student Body President Sean Anderson has
been working on getting funds for campus safety
projects for Illinois public universities.
Illinois does not designate any funds
specifically for campus safety.
Anderson will be meeting with local state
representative Chapin Rose (R-Charleston) early
next week.
He previously had a meeting with local state
senator Dale Righter (R-Mattoon).
Anderson has contacted the governor's office
on campus safety, but was referred to the Illinois
Board of Higher Education.
Anderson received an e-mail from Don
Sevener, director of external relations for the
Illinois Board of H igher Education, which said
that the board has not yet acted on the budget
and to approach members of the General
Assembly.
Working to get more members of the Illinois

General Assembly involved will help the process
securing funds for Illinois public universities,
Anderson said.
There seems to be no problem supporting
campus safety. The problem lies in getting
funding specifically for campus safety, he said.

WebCT help session, part 1

Time 19 a.m.- Noon
Location I CATS Training Lab, McAfee
1214

More info 1581-8397
Shed Your Winter Wear!

Time I Noon
Location I Casey Room - MLK Union
WebCT help session, part 2

Hudson to discuss room and board costs
Mark Hudson, director ofhousingand dining,
will be at today's Student Senate meeting.
H e will be answering questions and concerns
about the raise in room and board costs next
year.
The Bond Revenue Committee has proposed
a 6.95 percent increase in the rates.
The committee is comprised of six smdents
who go over the housing and dining budget and
make recommendations on where increases are
needed.
Student Senate meets every Wednesday at 7
p.m. in the Arcola-Tuscola Room in the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union.
The meeting is open to all students and
faculty.

Time I 1 p.m.- 4 p.m.
Location I CATS Training Lab, McAfee
1214

More info

1
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I JOSIAH JENKINS

Bush v. Clinton
in 2008?
By Josiah Jenkins
Northwestern University
(U-WIRE) EVANSTON - Now that
Election 2006 is in the books, political
pundits and peons alike can look ahead
to 2008.
After taking away strongholds in
both the H ouse and Senate, those
"macaca'' Democrats are looking
better than ever. The American
people continue to tire of the current
administration, and the Dems look
to ride their swift boat to presidential
success behind their fearless captain,
Hillary Clinton. But there's one redstater left who can give them the blues:
George Bush.
No, I'm not talking about George
Bush Jr., although he does seem
ready to take on responsibility after
years as figurehead for the Cheney
administration. Rather, I am referring to
George "Big Papi" Bush. He's the only
candidate with experience, poise and the
name necessary to make this column's
headline work.
If you make a list of today's big
issues, you' ll find that George Sr. has
experience with them all. George Bush
Jr. has taken three and a half years just
to get us halfway through a battle with
Iraq. Bush Sr. got us into and out of Iraq
in half that time.
If you think Hugo Chavez represents
a threat to America, then you should
consider Manuel Noriega. Who is
Manuel Noriega? Exactly.
But you're concerned with issues
a little closer to home. What about
domestic issues, you say?
Well, Lil' George promised to cut
taxes, and cut taxes he has. Even as
his administration continues to spend
extravagantly, our tax rebate checks
(well, our wealthy parents' rebate
checks) continue getting bigger.
But don't expect the same from Big
George. Americans read his lips and
heard there would be no new taxes.
Then they read the new tax booklet and
found out there would be. Bush Jr.'s
"Stay the Course" mentality has doomed
him. Isn't it time we let somebody not
do what he said?
But this is America, and if you want
to be president, you need an angle more
compelling than experience or solid
policy.
To win, Republicans must latch onto
Bush Sr. as the " Comeback Kid." (Or
"Comeback Dad," if you prefer.) Maybe
George is watching SportsCenter one
day and he sees a computer simulation
of himself beating the current champ.
So he decides to get back into the ring.
Americans love this kind of drama.
But who will step into the ring (or at
least throw their hat in there) to battle
GHW?
After eight years of political
involvement as first lady, Hillary
Clinton's got the necessary experience.
She knows the White House inside and
out and has decorated both sides.
They say that history repeats itself.
The least we can do is let it happen.
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ABC is 'Lost' for
many residents
I Mediacom drops

In fact, it seems more like a slap in the
face to loyal customers.
channels provided by the
Sinclair's solution has been to urge
Mediacom
subscribers to look to alternatives
Sinclair Broadcast Group
like satellite TV.
Say goodbye to "Grey's Anatomy," " Lost"
Most of us are used to having cable or
and "Desperate H ousewives."
satellite TV and, as a given, we are also
used to having convenient access to our
That is, if you subscribe to local cable
local network affiliates through these paid
provider Mediacom.
providers.
Recently, Mediacom and Sinclair
In 2007 it is doubtful that anyone
Broadcast Group, which provides ABC
network stations to Mediacom subscribers
wants to switch between cable and antenna
in Charleston, have
television just to
been caught up
access a handful of
in a heated battle
channels.
"Both Mediacom and
We at the
over Sinclair's
Sinclair refuse to take
DEN believe
increased broadcast
that Mediacom,
subscription prices.
responsibility for
being one of the
As of Jan.
subscribers losing access
6 , Mediacom
area's largest cable
providers, needs
customers can no
to ABC, but we believe
longer watch ABC
to carry network
both corporations need to
programming,
stations in order to
stay competitive.
as the two media
take responsibility."
outlets have
Mediacom has
not come to an
the potential to lose
agreement over subscription pricing.
a large portion of customers due to their
Subscribers in other parts of the country
holdout.
are losing other networks such as FOX, CBS
Yet, since Sinclair's programming is
available for free with a traditional antenna;
and NBC.
Both sides, however, refuse to take
do they really need Mediacom to pay for
responsibility for the dropped channels.
their services?
But we at the Daily Eastern News
Or is Sinclair looking to make the same
profits of which they accused Mediacom?
believe both corporations need to take
Both Mediacom and Sinclair have
responsibility and work out an agreement to
give subscribers the programs they want.
dropped the ball by alienating their
Mediacom accuses Sinclair of unfair price
customers due to a petty fight over
hikes while Sinclair claims Mediacom profits
subscription prices.
from the network provider and should
Most people do not care who their
therefore pay for their service.
television programming comes from as long
as they have the options they're looking for.
Sinclair claims that Mediacom is the only
cable provider currently not paying their
We encourage everyone to get access
to what they want whether that means
prices or carrying their channels.
But Mediacom's customers are the ones
watching programs online, via satellite or
left without access to some of the most
with rabbit ears.
Mediacom and Sinclair both may regret
popular shows on television.
Mediacom has tried to implement a
losing loyal customers over a petty fight.
temporary solution to the problem by
providing free "rabbit-ear" antenna kits to
subscribers in Iowa as Sinclair's network
The editorial is the majority opinion of
stations are still free to access over the air.
The Daily Eastern News editorial board.
Yet, Mediacom's antenna solution hardly
Reach the opinions editor at
seems viable.
DENopinions@gmail.com.

ISSUE

I MAURICE TRACY

2007:
a campus
resolution
Well, my column and I are back; I
guess I should have begun that sentence
with, ''I'm sorry to tell you," for some of
you, but whatever, on with the column.
Since it is the start of the new year
and usually people make these cute, yet
rarely kept, resolutions to change some
thing about themselves, I thought it
would be nice if we as a campus tried to
do something new - a resolution if you
will. We should actually show up for
whatever event is going on Monday the
15'\ also known as Martin Luther King
Jr.'s birthday. Notice that I said campus;
that means not just the black students,
but white students, international
students, Asian-American students,
Latino and Latina students also need to
come out and celebrate this political and
historical figure.
So often Dr. King is talked about
only in reference to black people as
if his impact was only on the black
community. Unless I am wrong, I
remember that he did mention his
dream included a joining of races, and,
once again, unless I am wrong, "races"
is plural. Therefore, it is not just a
black thing. Yet, to talk about Dr. King
solely in terms of race is also a problem
- this is the point where some of the
(mostly black) people who were in
agreement with me before may shake
their heads - for his beliefs, and the
ultimate foundation of the black (for
this is what we usually leave off when
we talk about the movement) Civil
Rights Movement that is celebrated
during the month of February, as if
it is actually over and part of history,
can be logically applied to other Civil
Rights movements. That is, a belief in
equality and not discrimination, equity
and not privilege, human dignity and
not human suffering for being one's
natural self. These are applicable to the
Gay Rights Movement, The Women's
Movement, labor movements, and other
movements focused upon race. Dr. King
was black, and his thoughts were shaped
and influenced by his subjectivity as a
black person, but his thoughts are not
ours. We, the black community, do not
own them.
Furthermore, you can't march in
celebration of Dr. King and his ideals on
Monday and on Tuesday call someone
a fag; Wednesday talk about, and
uphold the double standard of, women
being hoes; support banning samesex marriage; scoff at the idea of the
ERA; and actively discriminate, even in
look and thought, against someone of
seeming Arab descent. You cannot do all
of this and not be called a hypocrite. It
is time we practice what it is we preach;
Dr. King had a dream, but his dream
has yet to be realized.
Yes, his dream was based in color,
and even that has yet to fully come
true, but his dream was about equality.
I share that dream and I also have a
dream that one day, perhaps Monday,
the faces celebrating and trying to make
this dream come true will not all or
predominantly be black, and that one
day people will stop trying to limit Dr.
King's dream to race or just the areas
they are affected by or comfortable with.
Yet, I have a nightmare that the day
my dream will come true is, perhaps in
another galaxy, far, far away.

Maurice
Tracy

Maurice Tracy is an English graduate student He
can be reached at maurice.tracy@gmail.com.
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BAGHDAD, IRAQ

Cargo plane crashes north of
Baghdad, killing 34 people
n A plane crashed north of
Baghdad while trying to land in heavy
fog Tuesday on a flight from Turkey, and
officials said 34 people died. Most were
Turkish construction workers.
The cause of the crash near Balad,
some 50 miles north of the capital, was
not clear. A Turkish Foreign Ministry
official said reports indicated the
aircraft went down because of bad
weather. An Iraqi security official said
it wasn't known if the plane was shot
down or had mechanical problems.
The Turkish Embassy reported
there was one severely injured survivor,
a Turk.
The Iraqi security official at Baghdad
airport, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to talk to the media, said
most passengers were Turks who
worked at the Baghdad airport.

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Canada's first set of sextuplets
born premature
n A woman has given birth to what
is believed to be Canada's first set of
sextuplets, and the infants were in listed
in fair condition, hospital officials said.
The newborns - each weighing only
1 pound, 6 ounces to 1 pound, 12
ounces and not much bigger than an
outstretched hand - were delivered over
the weekend at B.C. Women's Hospital
and Health Center.
Citing privacy concerns, hospital
officials declined to identify the family
or give other details about the births,
saying only that they were delivered

almost three months premature.
"The babies are in fair condition,
which means their vital signs are stable
and within normal limits," said Dr. Liz
Whynot, the hospital's president.
She said the parents, who are
Jehovah's Witnesses, are "feeling
overwhelmed" and "are focusing all
their energy on their new family."
The first infant was born about 8:30
p.m. Saturday and the others were born
early Sunday, she said.

Guantanamo prison's
5th anniversary sparks
demonstration
Associated Press

NANCY YOUSSEF
U.S. Army Reserve Lt. Col. Jody Creekmore, left, addresses U.S. soldiers before a joint convoy with Iraqi
troops. Creekmore is responsible for helping train Iraqi soldiers in Muqdadiyah, Iraq.

I MCT

U.S. launches new attacks
Helicopters attacked
ai-Qaida suspects in
Somalia over a two-day
airs trike
The Associated Press

MOGADISH U, Somalia
Attack helicopters strafed suspected
al-Qaida fighters in southern
Somalia on Tuesday, witnesses said,
following two days of airstrikes by
U.S. forces the first U.S. offensives
in the African country since 18
American soldiers were killed here
in 1993.
In
Washington,
a
U.S.
intelligence official said American
forces killed five to 10 people in
an attack on one target in southern
Somalia believed to be associated
with al-Qaida. The official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because of the operation's sensitivity,
said a small number of others
present, perhaps four or five, were
wounded.
A Somali lawmaker said 31
civilians, including a newlywed
couple, died in Tuesday's assault by
two helicopters near Mmadow, a
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town in a forested area close to the
Kenyan border. The report could
not be independently verified.
A Somali Defense Ministry
official described the helicopters as
American, but witnesses told The
Associated Press they could not
make out identification markings
on the craft. Washington officials
had no comment on the helicopter
strike.
The U.S. is hunting down Islamic
extremists, said the Somali defense
official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to talk to reporters.
Earlier, Somalia's president said
that the U.S. was pursuing suspects
in the 1998 bombings of two U.S.
embassies in East Mrica, and that
the effort has his support.
Somali
troops
and
their
Ethiopian allies were attacked in
the capital late Tuesday by gunmen
riding in two pickup trucks who
fired two rocket propelled grenades,
witnesses said.
The rocket attack was followed
by several minutes of rifle fire.
One Somali soldier was killed and
two other soldiers and a bystander
were wounded, said minibus driver

Harun Ahmed, who took the
injured to a hospital.
Col. Shino Moalin Nur, a Somali
military commander, told the AP by
telephone late Tuesday that at least
one U.S. AC-130 gunship attacked
a suspected al-Qaida training camp
Sunday on a remote island at the
southern tip of Somalia next to
Kenya.
Somali officials said they had
reports of many deaths.
On Monday, witnesses and Nur
said, more U.S. airstrikes were
launched against Islamic extremists
in H ayi, 30 miles from Afmadow.
Nur said attacks
continued
Tuesday.
"Nobody can exactly explain
what is going on inside these forested
areas," the Somali commander said.
"H owever, we are receiving reports
that most of the Islamist fighters
have died and the rest would be
captured soon."
In Washington on Tuesday,
Defense Department spokesman
Bryan Whitman spoke of one strike
in southern Somalia, but would
not confirm any of the details or
say whether any al-Qaida militants
were killed.
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SAN JUAN, Puerto RicoGuantanamo
Bay
detainees
condemned the U.S. military
prison Tuesday as an "abomination"
and called on Washington to close
the facility, which opened five years
ago this week.
Michael Ratner, president of
the New York-based Center for
Constitutional Rights, said reports
of abuse inside Guantanamo and
the prisoners' lack of access to
the U.S. justice system damages
America's international standing.
The center represents hundreds of
Guantanamo detainees.
"The abomination that is
Guantanamo Bay must be shut
down," he said in a conference call
with reporters. "There is simply no
place in a democracy for offshore
penal colonies in which people
have no rights."
About 395 foreign men
currently held at Guantanamo are
allegedly linked to al-Qaida or the
Taliban. All are classified as "enemy
combatants" - a status that accords
them fewer rights than prisoners of
war under international law. Most
have been held for years without
being charged.
The U.S. government has
blocked their access to U.S. courts,
claiming it has the authority to
detain them indefinitely to keep
America safe. The U.S. military
says many of those imprisoned in
the seaside compound ringed by
razor wire and watchtowers provide
interrogators with information
about terror networks.
The first 20 detainees, shackled
and blindfolded, arrived from
Mghanistan on Jan. 11, 2002 and
since then, nearly 800 prisoners
have passed through the detention
center in southeastern Cuba.
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ELECTION

I TABULATION DELAYS

Experts lay blame for voting glitches

STATE

Claim alternative
system would be more
reliable in the future

WEDNESDAY
1.10.07

The Assodated Press

Both Cook
County Clerk
David Orr and voting machine
manufacturer Sequoia Voting
Systems share the blame for
the
tabulation
delays
after
November
general
election,
according to a report.
The 29-page report from a
panel of experts appointed by

state briefs
The Associated Press

Murder-suicide investigated
NORTH AURORA, Ill. (AP) - A woman
who had been reported missing and
a man were found dead Tuesday in
an apartment in what authorities say
appeared to be a murder-suicide.
The bodies were discovered
Tuesday by police in an apartment
in this suburban Chicago community,
the Kane County coroner's office said.
Police have not released their identities.
The woman had been reported
missing to authorities in Elgin and
officers from that police department
helped locate the bodies.
Autopsies were scheduled for
Tuesday afternoon.

In one case, a machine that was
supposed to transmit vote tallies
from the precincts to downtown
via cellular signal failed, leading 90
percent of election judges to think
that they'd successfully sent their
totals when only 56 percent had,
the report said.
The panel recommends that
the county put a backup system in
place that doesn't rely on wireless
transmission of vote totals.
Orr said he plans to set up wired
connections at all backup stations
for future elections.
"This panel is telling us that we
have to do a better oversight job,"

Orr was obtained by the Chicago
Tribune for Tuesday's editions. In
it, panelists contend that a lack of
equipment testing and "technology
failures in multiple areas" led to
glitches that delayed some election
results for days.
Panel member Xiaoping Jia,
a software engineering professor
at DePaul University, said many
problems, not one, led to the
breakdowns.
"The overall system was put
together in a way that has not been
tested for an election that is the
scale of Cook County," Jia said. ''A
lot of failures occurred."

he said. "There is plenty of blame
to go around and we plan to do
our part."
Jack Blaine, president of
Oakland, Calif.-based Sequoia, said
the company also accepted part of
the blame because the precinct's
voting machines were improperly
programmed to try calling results
into the county only once.
"We made a mistake in the
configuration for only one
attempt," he said. "That had a
material impact."
He denied, however, that the
machines were the "principal cause
of the fiasco on Election Night."

Man OK after scorpion incident on plane
The Associated Press

MONTPELIER, Vt. The
scorpion bit David Sullivan on the
back of his right leg, just below
the knee, crawled up through his
crotch and down his left leg, he
thinks, before getting him again in
the shin.
Not what he was expecting on
his flight home from Chicago to
Vermont.
Sullivan, a 46-year-old builder
from Stowe, was aboard the United
Airlines flight as the second leg of
his trip home from San Francisco,
where he and his wife Helena had
been visiting their sons.
He awoke from a nap shortly
before landing and noticed

Northwestern hospital gets
S20 million for crucial research
CHICAGO (AP) - Longtime
benefactors have given Northwestern
Memorial Hospital $20 million for
research to help translate laboratory
experiments into bedside treatments.
The gift from Suzanne and Wesley
Dixon is the hospital's largest-ever
donation for a single program,
Northwestern announced Tuesday.

something strange.
"My right leg felt like it was
asleep, but that was isolated to one
spot, and it felt like it was being
jabbed with a sharp piece of plastic
or something."
The second sting came after the
plane had landed and the Sullivans
were waiting for their bags at the
luggage carousel.
Sullivan rolled up his cuff to
investigate, and the scorpion fell
out.
"It felt like a shock, a tingly
thing. Someone screamed, 'It's
a scorpion,"' Sullivan recalled.
Another passenger stepped on
the two-inch arachnid. Someone
suggested Sullivan seek medical
help.
H e scooped up the scorpion

DAVID SULLIVAN I VICTIM

"My right leg felt like it was asleep, but
that was isolated to one spot, and it felt
like it was being jabbed with a sharp piece
of plastic or something."
as a specimen and headed to
the hospital in Burlington. Mrs.
Sullivan stopped at the United
counter and was told the plane they
were on had flown from Houston
to Chicago.
The Sullivans surmised the
scorpion boarded in Texas.
''The airlines tell you you can't
bring water or shampoo on a
plane," Mrs. Sullivan said, referring

to recent security restrictions.
''All the security we go through"
apparently didn't apply to the
scorpion, she said.
United spokeswoman Robin
Urbanski said the incident "is
something that we will investigate
and look into. We're very sorry for
what happened. Our customer
safety and security is our No. I
priority."
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Royalties Warm winter yields records
in oil and
•

gas r1se

Illinois one of five
states to experience
above average winter
temperatures
The Associated Press

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - The Bush
administration took steps Tuesday
to try to calm the furor in Congress
over lost royalty payments on Gulf
of Mexico oil and gas drilling as a
result of a government mistake.
The
Interior
Department
announced a sharp increase in the
royalties that will have to be paid
on future deep-water drilling leases
in the gulf.
Oil companies will have to
pay the government 16.7 percent
instead of 12.5 percent under
any new lease agreements. The
department estimated that would
bring in an additional $4.5 billion
over 20 years.
The move was widely viewed as
an attempt to placate lawmakers
who have been sharply critical
of the department for its failure
to get oil and gas companies to
renegotiate flawed 1998-99 leases
that allowed companies to avoid
royalty payments even when
making record profits with current
high oil prices.
House Democrats have put
legislation to force changes in the
questionable leases at the top of
their energy that will come up for
consideration next week.
The oil companies argue the
leases amount to contracts that
should be honored, although a
handful have agreed to pay royalties
on fi.tntre production under the
leases.
Congressional auditors put the
lost federal revenue at as much as
$2 billion so far and estimated it
could total as much as $10 billion
over the life of the leases.
The Minerals Management
Service has disputed the severity of
the losses, but it has acknowledged
hundreds of millions of dollars will
not be paid under the 1998-99
leases because of the mistake.

WASHINGTON - Last year
was the warmest on record for
the United States, with readings
pushed over higher than normal
by the unusual and unseasonably
warm weather during the last half
of December.
Preliminary data from the
National Climatic Data Center
listed the average temperature for
the 48 contiguous states last year
as 55 degrees Fahrenheit. That's 2.2
degrees warmer than average and
0.07 degree warmer than 1998, the

previous warmest year on record.
Worldwide, the agency said,
it was the sixth warmest year on
record.
In December the Center had
predicted that 2006 would be the
United States' third warmest year,
but unusual readings later that
month pushed the year into first
place.
The Center said it is not clear
how much of the warming is a result
of greenhouse-gas induced climate
change and how much resulted
from the current El Niiio warming
of the tropical Pacific Ocean.
El Niiio conditions occur every
few years in the Pacific and can affect
climate around the world, including
producing warmer conditions in the
United States.
The average U.S. and global
temperature are both about 1 degree

warmer than at the start of the 20th
century, a change many scientists
attribute to gases released into the
atmosphere by industrial processes.
The temperantre data was
collected from a network of more
than 1,200 stations across the
country.
The climate center said the
unusual warmth in early winter
reduced residential energy needs by
13.5 percent compared to average
conditions for the season.
While December started cold,
spring-like conditions reigned in
the eastern states during the last half
of the month, making it the nation's
fourth warmest December. Five
states had their warmest December
on record _ Minnesota, New York,
Connecticut, Vermont and New
Hampshire. No state was colder
than average in December.

Anti-abortion extremist trial
Defendant apologizes in
court, says murder was
not the intention

JAMES KOPP

I DEFENDANT

" MRS. SLEPIAN, I JUST WANTED TO SAY I'M
SORRY. I RESPECT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY."

The Associated Press
BUFFALO, N.Y. An antiabortion
extremist defending
himself against charges of killing
a doctor apologized to the man's
widow and declined to crossexamine her Tuesday after she
described how her husband fell
against her after he was shot in
their kitchen.
The apology came on the
first day of James Kopp's trial on
federal charges that he violated
the Freedom of Access to Clinic
Entrances act by killing Dr. Barnett
Slepian, who provided abortions.
He is already serving 25 years to
life on a state conviction of seconddegree murder, but a federal
conviction would carry a maximum
sentence of life without parole.
"Mrs. Slepian, I just wanted to
say I'm sorry. I respect you and your
family," Kopp, 52, said quietly.
Lynne Slepian, who had just
recounted the Oct. 23, 1998,

shooting for the jury, looked at
Kopp but did not react.
Earlier Tuesday, Kopp used his
opening statement to tell jurors
that Slepian's death was "a fullbore, 100 percent tragedy" but
was not murder because it was not
malicious or premeditated.
Kopp
has
acknowledged
planning the shooting for a year and
then firing a high-powered military
rifle with telescopic sights from the
woods behind the Slepian home,
but he has said he meant only to
wound the doctor to prevent him
from performing abortions.
He urged jurors to look for
evidence of premeditation or
malice toward Slepian.
"If you don't see it, that's me
proving my case," he said.
U.S.
Attorney
Assistant
Kathleen Mehltretter outlined a
case that will rely in part on Kopp's
own admissions, made in the media

and at his state trial.
Lynne Slepian began the
government's case with her
description of the shooting just after
she and her 52-year-old husband
returned home from a memorial
service for Barnett Slepian's father
at about 10 p.m.
"He was starving, so he went
right to the refrigerator," Mrs.
Slepian said. While soup was
heating in the microwave, Slepian
began emptying his pockets at a
desk as she spoke in the kitchen
with two of their four sons, ages 7
to 15 at the time.
"I heard a popping noise,"
she said. "He looked at me and
thought he'd been shot. I rushed
over to him. He fell against me and
then fell to the floor. I yelled to my
oldest son. One of us called 911
and we grabbed some dish towels
and we tried to stop the bleeding."
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More U.S. troops will go to Iraq
WASHINGTON (AP) - The first of up
to 20,000 additional U.S. troops will
move into Iraq by month's end under
President Bush's new war plan, a senior
defense official said Tuesday. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi pledged to hold a
vote on the increase, opposed by many
Democrats.
Details of a gradual military buildup
emerged a day before Bush's planned
speech to the nation, in which he
also will propose a bit over $1 billion
to shore up the country's battered
economy and create jobs, said a second
U.S. official.
Bush is expected to urge friendly
Mideast countries to increase
their aid to Iraq but will ignore the
recommendation of the bipartisan
Iraq Study group that he include Syria
and Iran in an effort to staunch Iraqi
bloodshed nearly four years after
the U.S. invasion, said the official,
who spoke on condition of anonymity
because the plan has not yet been
announced.
Bush is expected to link the troop
increase to promised steps by the Iraqi
government to build up its own military,
ease the country's murderous sectarian
tensions, increase reconstruction and
enact a plan to distribute oil revenues
among the country's religious sects.

Officials waive late fee
WASHINGTON (AP) - Federal officials
extended on Tuesday a policy that will
allow low-income Medicare participants
to enroll in the program's drug benefit
throughout 2007 without paying a lateenrollment penalty.
About 9.1 million people get extra
help in paying for their medicine
through a low-income subsidy. over the
years, from food stamps to Medicaid,
shows that it takes time for people to
learn about a program and seek to
participate.
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"Courtyard on 9th"

Fully Furnished
(with beautiful, contemporary furniture)
3 Bedroom apartments (New in 2004)
Hot Tub/Exercise Room
Lots of Free Covered Parking
Vanities in every bedroom
Free Trash Pickup
Tall Ceilings & Skylights
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Booth Library is offering library
tours between january 8- February
28, 2007. Groups meet in the
library's North Foyer on Mondays
at 6:00pm, Tuesdays at 11 :OOam,
and Wednesdays at 5:00pm.
Sessions last aproximately 45
minutes. All are welcome to
attend.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/10
All students planning to student
teach in Fall 2007 are required
to attend a pre-placement
appointment.
Appointments
w ill be held Thursday, February
1 and Friday, February 2, 2007.
Registration is requi red. Students
must register for appointments
by signing up in the Student
Teaching Office (Room 2418,
Buzzard Hall) january 16 through
Don't Miss Out! Spring Break
2007 is approaching and STS
is offering Specials to this years
Hottest Destinations! Call for
Savings! 1 (800) 648-4849 or
visit www.ststravel.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/18
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY FOR
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help wanted

Charleston Dairy Queen is taking
applications for lunch hours
spring semester. Apply at 20 State
St.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/12
Now Hiring! Telephone sales
representative positions available
to outgoing,reliable individuals.
Gain valuable work experience
whi le earning up to $10 per hour.
Monday-Friday 4p-9p and some
Saturdays 1Oa-3p. Consolidated
Market Response, located next to
Cell One and Tan Express at 700
W. Lincoln Ave, Chalreston. 6391135,ofc hours M-F 8a-6p.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/12
Needed babysitter for Tuesday
and Thu rsday 8:30am-1:45pm.
$5 an hour paid weekly. Reliable
person with experience with 18
month olds. 708-638-4796
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/19
Winter/Spring
Positions
Available Earn up to $1 50 per
day, Experience not required.
Undercover shoppers needed
To judge Retail and Dining
Establishments. Call 800-7224791
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _3BO
!Bartending!
Up to $250/
day. No experience necessary.
Training provided. 800-965-6520
ext. 239

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _4BO

for rent

't'

for rent

OLD TOWN E APARTMENTS:
1,2, &, 3 BEDROOMS. CLOSE
TO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO

Rent: 3 bdrom house. Close to
campus. For information please
call 708-772-3711 ask for Tom
Hallberg.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/10

CHOOSE FROM 345-6533
__________ 00

3BR Apartment or SBR House
Available
Fall
Semester
2007 Only. 1409 9th Street.
Completely updated. $265 per
person/month. Call 630-5058375 for showing.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/12

New Four Bedroom Apartments.
Extremely Close to Campus.
Across
from
Lantz.
Fully
Furnished.CaiiTodayforLowered
Rates. Grantview Apartments.
345-3353.
__________ 00

2,3,4,5&6 BD APTS AND
TO
DUPLEXES
CLOSE
CAMPUS,INTERNET& TRASH
INCLU DED, FURNISHED,CALL
MELI SSA AT 345-6210,549-0212
OR VIEW ATwww.eiprops.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/12

REASONABLE RENT 2 bdrm, 3
bdrm. 11 or 12 month. Call5496158 or 345 -3919.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/29

2,3,4,5,6,&7
BD
HOUSES
AVAILABLE
CLOSE
TO
CALL
CAMPUS,FURNISHED
MELI SSA FOR INFO AT 345 6210,549-0212 OR VIEW AT
www.eiprops.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/12

fal l 345-4030
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/29

Girls O nly! 1 and 2 Bedroom
apartments across from Buzzard.
call 345-2652
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/12
Brittany Ridge for 07-08 school
year. 3 bedrooms 2 1/2 baths.
Accommodates up to 4 students,
$900/month total.
Unit has
its own washer, dryer, range,
refrigerator, and dishwasher.
W ithin walking distance to EIU.
Free parking and trash. Call 217508-8035
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/18
New Construction: Available Fall
07. 3 BR 2 Bath townhouse, two
car garage 1 block from campus.
Call 630-505-8374 for showing.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/19
5 bedroom 3 bath house,
TOTALLY REMODELED Right
next to campus, washer/dryer,
dishwasher. Great yard, Great
house! 345-9595 or 232-9595
www.gbadgerrentals.com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/19
Sublessor Needed for january 07.
Campus Pointe Call 345-6001
mention Sabrina.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/23
New, Modern, Efficient and
Close! 4 bedroom 2 bath with
washer/dryer and plenty of free
parking. Great l iving for only
$335 each. 1140 Edgar Dr. 34561 00. www.jbapartments.com.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/26
NOW LEASING for Fall 071,2&3 Bedroom Units. Great
locations,some include w ireless
internet. Call for details 345 7286
______________ 00

3/4 Bedroom Ranch with attached
garage and finished basement.
N ice $850/month. Summer or

ONLY ONE.
Brittany Ridge
townhouse for 4-5.
Great,
responsive landlord. 345-4489,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1B1
1 person looking for a roomy
apt? Try this 2 BR priced for one
@ $420/mo. INTERNET, CABLE,
WATER INCLUDED.
3454489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1B1
MONEYWISE 1 & 2 BR apts.
for 1 or 2. Most include cable
& internet. 345 -4489, Wood
Rentals, jim Wood, Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1B1
2 & 3 BR houses 1 block to Lantz/
O'Brien.
Washer/Dryer, NC.
345-4489, Wood Rentals, Jim
Wood, Realtor.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1B1
House for Rent, 07-08. Close to
Campus. 3 to 4 people. WID, Cl
A, w/ heat pump. No Pets. 3480614
____________.02109
Duplex 2 bedroom for rent. $435/
month. Call 898-4588.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _0.2109
NEW LUXURY 3 BEDROOM
APTS. AVAILAB LE AUGUST
2007. One Block North of O ld
Main on 6th St. Super efficient,
private parking, laundry faci lity.
348-8249.
__________ 00
Park Place Apartments: 1 unit
available immediately cal l for
details. Contact )en 348-1479
__________ 00

Non-student Classified Rates
$.50 per word for the first day
$.20 per word for each additional consecutive day
Monthly Online classified adYertlslng
available
@

wwwdennews.com

for rent

Quiet away from campus. 3 or
4 BR. New carpet, W&D, water,
trash, furnished. Phone 3457244
_______________ 00

Available August 07, 2 bedroom,
1 bathroom apartment. Close to
campus. $460 total512-9528
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

One six bedroom house, 2 blocks
from campus. Call 217-7288709
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

FALL 2007 3,2 BEDROOM
HOUSES. 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
APARTMENTS. 1026 EDGAR.
348-5032
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

5,4,3 BDRM Houses For Fall.
Efficiency
Apts,
Excellent
locations, CIA, WID, Wil l Partly
Furnish, Trash, Lawn Services.
EFFICIENCY APTS AVAILABLE

3 bedroom apartments, walking
distance to campus. Sign lease
in November for 07-08' school

SPRING 2007. 345-3235
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

year. 10% discount on 1st months
rent.345-3554
_______________ 00
3 and 4 bedroom Apartments $
285. Trash,leather furniture, and
parking. One block from campus.
Call 235-0405 or 254-0754
_______________ 00
New 1 bedroom apt. WID,
stove, refrigerator, microwave,
dishwasher. Trash paid. $495/
month 117 W . Polk. Call 3487746 or www.CharlestoniLApts.
com
_______________ 00
2 bedroom furnished apt with
stove, refrigerator, microwave.
3 blocks from E side of EIU.
$445 1 person, $250 each 2
people. Trash paid. 2001 S.
12th St. Call 348-7746 or www.
Charleston I LApts.com
_______________ 00
EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES.
NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2007
2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8 BEDROOMS
HOUSES, DUPLEXES AND APTS
VIEW AVAILABLE PROPERTIES
AT www.eiprops.com or call
345 -621 0/549-0212
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Leasing for jan. Spacious 1 or
2 person apt. w/garage WID in
basement. Q uite area No Pets
Short lease For details call 345 7286
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

Lincolnwood Pinetree has 2&3

7 bedroom house near Old Main.
2 1/2 baths 2 kitchens. Washer,
dryer, central air. 217-345 -6967
or 549-6967.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

University Vil lage. 4 bedroom
houses $450/per person. All
utilities included.345-1400
__________ 00
LADIES CUTE 2 & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS
FURNISHED
AT 1521 1ST STREET. VERY
ECONOMICAL.
10-MONTH
LEASE. 345-5048.
__________ 00

for rent

SPRING
SEMESTER
LEASE
Modern,Affordable and Close
to Campus 345-6100 www.
jbapartments.com
_______________ 00

House near Rec Center;
7
bedroom 2 bath. Dishwasher,

2 bedroom-Water,trash,DSL with
furnished leather furniture. 10
or 12 month lease. 235-0405 or
254-0754
__________ 00

't'

Excellent location apartments
for 2007-2008 school year. 3,4
bedroom available. 11 1/2 month
leases starting 8/15/07, parking
included, furnished, laundry on
premises, and locally owned.
Please call for showing and leave
message 348-0673.
_______________ 00

AVAIL IMMED large apt, 1 or 2
person Central air, w/d, garage.
No pets. 345 -7286 www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
__________ 00
BR Apts. available for second
semester. Call 345 -6000.
__________ 00

$. 30 per word for the first day
$. 10 per word for each additional consecutive day

't'

FOR
2007-2008
SCHOOL
YEAR.
VERY NICE 1, 2, 3,
4, 6, 7, AND 8 BEDROOM
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES AND
APARTMENTS.
FOR MORE
INFO VISIT US AT MYEIUHOME.
COM OR CALL US AT (217)493 7559.
_______________ 00

washer, dryer, and central air
217-345-6967 or 549-6967.
_______________ 00

Fall 07-08 Many New 1,2,3 and
4BR APTS Starting as low as $240
mo. PP. 348-7746 or visit www.
Charleston I LApts.com.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
Renting for Fall 2007! Four
bedroom house w ithin walking
distance of campus. Call 345 2467
_______________ 00
House for rent. Close to Marty's.
Girls. 10-month lease. Dave 345 2171. 9am-11am.
_______________ 00

2 bedroom, furnished, clean and
quiet. Local owner. Water and
Trash included at $265 each.
1111 2nd St. next to the park. call
348-5427.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath townhouse
at Brittany Ridge. Dishwasher,
WID, trash all included at $265
each. Great place to live. call
549-1957.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
VILLAGE RENTALS Renting for
2007-2008 1 bedroom apts.,
2 bedroom remodeled apts., 3
bedroom houses. Furn ished,
laundry facilities and close to
campus. Call (217) 345-2516
EHO
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
3 BEDROOM Duplex 2009 11th
St. Great Location $335 each.
www.jensenrentals.
345-6100
com
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
SPRING SEMESTER 1 Bedroom
House $300 mo. 1609 11th St.
345-6100
_______________ 00
3 or 4 Bedroom House. WID
included. 219 jackson Street.
348-5427
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00
BRITIANY
TOWNHOUSES

RIDGE
For 3-5

persons, unbeatable floor plan,
3 & 4 bedroom, deck, central
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher,
21/2 baths. DSL ready. Trash and
parking included, low utility bills,
local responsive landlord. From
$200/person.
Avai lable May
2007, lease length negotiable.
217-246-3083.
_______________ 00
JANUARY '07 - MAY '07
ONLY. 3 AND 4 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS.
LEASE AND

't'

for rent

Available Feb. 1st 1 Br. Apt. Water
& Trash Included, Off Street
Parking, $ 370/mo. Buchanan
Street Apts. 345-1266
______________ 00
FALL '07 - '08. 1426 9TH ST.
3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS.
CENTRAL AIR, DECK, OFF
STREET PARKING. LEASE AND
SECURITY REQUIRED. NO PETS.
348-8305.
______________ 00
FALL '07-'08. 1402 9TH ST. 3
OR 4 BEDROOM UPSTAIRS
CENTRAL
APARTMENT.
AIR. TRASH, LAWN CARE,
SNOW REMOVAL PAID. OFF
STREET PARKING. LEASE AND
SECURITY REQUIRED. NO PETS.
348-8305.
______________ 00
FALL '07-'08; 1,2&3 Br. Apts.
Water & Trash included. Plenty
of off street parking. Buchanan
St. Apts. Call 345-1266.
______________ 00
O ne bedroom apt. off campus.
Q uiet neighborhood. Nc, good
included.
parking,
garbage
Available june 07' $365/mo.
217-840-6427
______________ 00
3 Bedroom House.
WID,
Dishwasher, Deck, Affordable
Rent,
Garbage
and
Yard
Maintenance Included.
345 6967 or 549-6967.
______________ 00
BEDROOM APARTMENTS
FOR AUGUST 07-08 PP&W
PROPERTIES, 2
EXCELLENT
LOCATIONS; 1 1/2 BLOCKS
NORTH OF O LD MAIN ON 6TH
STREET. 1 OR 2 PERSON LEASES.
CENTRAL HEAT, NC, AND
LAUNDRY FACILITIES. WATER,
TRASH SERVICES AND OFF
STREET PARKING INCLUDED.
PERFECT
FOR
SERIOUS
STUDENTS OR COUPLES. 3488249; www.ppwrentals.com.
______________ 00
2-3-4 BEDROOM HOUSES,
DUPLEXES AND APARTMENTS.
FALL 2007. ALL CAMPUS SIDE!
345 -6100. www.jbapartments.
com.
______________ 00
5 BEDROOM 3 BATH, ALL NEW
HOUSE. Right next to campus
with all the amenities. A house
you' ll love and so wi ll your
parents! 345-9595 or 232-9595.
www.gbadgerrentals.com.
______________ 00
HOUSE FOR 2007-08. 1 BLOCK
FROM LANTZ. 8 BEDROOM, 3
BATH, WID, CIA. FOR MORE
INFO CALL 345 -3148 OR VISIT
www.pantherpads.com .
______________ 00

SECURITY REQUIRED. NO PETS.
VERY REASONABLE RENT. 3488305.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 00

New, Modem, Efficient and
Close! 4 bedroom 2 bath w ith
washer/dryer and plenty of free
parking. Great living for only
$335 each. 1140 Edgar Dr. 345 6100. www.jbapartments.com.
______________ 00

FALL '07-'08.
1402
9TH
ST.
LARGE 4
BEDROOM
APARTMENT
DOWNSTAIRS
WITH
BASEMENT.
WID.
CENTRAL AIR, TRASH, LAWN
CARE, SNOW REMOVAL PAID.
OFF STREET PARKING. LEASE
AND SECURITY REQUIRED. NO
PETS. 348-8305.
_______________ 00

FEMALE SUBLEASOR NEEDED
IMMEDIATELY: Campus Edge;
has parking spot, internet, great
location, vanity in bedroom.
Contact Christina (630) 2206202.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1/17

MLB ROUNDUP I HALL OF FAME BIDDING

NFL ROUNDUP I CHICAGO BEARS CHARGES

McGwire rejected Johnson pleads not guilty
The Assodated Press

NEW
YORKMark
McGwire's Hall of Fame bid
was met with a rejection as
emphatic as his upper-deck
home runs.
While
the
door
to
Cooperstown swung open
for Cal Ripken Jr. and Tony
Gwynn on Tuesday, McGwire
was picked by less than a quarter
of voters, a result that raises
doubts about whether Barry
Bonds, Sammy Sosa or other
sluggers from baseball's Steroids
Era will ever gain entry.
McGwire, whose 583 home
runs rank seventh on the career
list, appeared on 128 of a record
545 ballots in voting released
Tuesday by the Baseball Writers'
Association of America.
"I hope that as time goes
on, that number will increase,"
Gwynn said. "I hope that one
day he will get into the Hall of
Fame, because I really believe
he deserves it."
The 23.5 percent vote
McGwire received represented
the first referendum on how
history will judge an age when
bulked-up players came under
suspicion of using performanceenhancing drugs.
Baseball didn't ban steroids
until after the 2002 season.
"We knew," Gwynn said.
"Players knew. Owners knew.
Everybody knew, and we didn't
say anything about it."
Gwynn, with an infectious
laugh and smile, and Ripken,
with cool professionalism, were
different on and off the field.
They both said they knew
McGwire would take some
attention from their elections,
but while Gwynn was open
with his opinion on Big Mac,
Ripken was guarded.
Ripken said Goose Gossage
and Jim Rice belong in the
Hall, but stayed away from
whether McGwire should gain
the honor.
"I don't think it's my place
to actually cast judgment,"
Ripken said.
He also rejected Gwynn's
assertion that steroid use was
common knowledge.
"I didn't know," Ripken
said. "Looking back, maybe I
can be the most naive and most
ignorant person around."
As
the
announcement
approached, fans, players and
managers voiced their views.
Many voters said McGwire was
hurt by his 2005 congressional
testimony, when he repeatedly
evaded questions.
"There's that big black cloud
hanging over baseball with
steroids," Gossage said. "It's a
shame. There are a lot of great
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players in that era. Who knows
what's going to happen?"
Gwynn remembered the
way McGwire "was able to
really bring a town and a
country together" when he hit
a record 7 0 homers in 1998 a
mark Bonds broke when he
hit 7 3 three years later. Gwynn
predicted McGwire eventually
will be elected.
Jim Milner,
McGwire's
business representative, did
not return telephone calls.
McGwire, who lives in a gated
community in Irvine, Calif.,
has made few public comments
in recent years.
Commissioner Bud Selig
declined comment on McGwire
but readily praised Ripken and
Gwynn.
"I have enormous affection
for both individuals," he said.
"They not only obviously had
historic achievements on the
field, but they represented the
sport as well as it could be
represented."
Ripken and Gwynn were
rarities in the age of free
agency, each spending his
entire career with one team.
They will be inducted during
ceremonies July 29 at the Hall
along with anyone elected from
the Veterans Committee vote,
which will be announced Feb.
27.
the
Baltimore
Ripken,
Orioles shortstop who set
record,
baseball's ironman
was picked by 537 voters and
appeared on 98.53 percent of
ballots to finish with the thirdhighest percentage behind Tom
Seaver (98.84) and Nolan Ryan
(98.7 9).
Gwynn, who won eight
batting tides with the San Diego
Padres, received 532 votes for
97.61 percent, the seventhhighest ever, also trailing Ty
Cobb, George Brett and Hank
Aaron.
If he had been picked by
two of the eight voters who
didn't select him, Rip ken would
have set the percentage record,
but he didn't mind. Two voters
submitted blank ballots.
"All I wanted to hear was,
'You're in,"' Ripken said. "I
really didn't get caught up in
wanting to be unanimous or
wanting to be the most."
Gwynn worried that he
might get 100 percent.
"For the last month, I think,
that's all I could think about,
hoping that I didn't get near
that number," he said. "We've
never had one, and so I sure
didn't want to be that guy who
was closest."
Bill Shannon of Sports Press
Service, omitted Ripken and
Gwynn.
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The Associated Press

WAUKEGAN- Chicago Bears
defensive tackle Tank Johnson pleaded
not guilty to misdemeanor weapons
charges Tuesday after a police raid on
his home last month.
Johnson, dressed in a suit and tie,
did not speak during the Lake Counry
court hearing before Judge Theodore
Potkonjak. Defense attorney Tom
Briscoe entered the plea for him. His
next court date in Lake Counry is set
for Feb. 16.
Johnson was arrested Dec. 14 after
police raided his Gurnee home.
It was his third arrest in 18
months.
He faces 10 counts of possession
of firearms without the required
state gun-owner identification card;
prosecutors say six weapons were in
the home and the other counts relate
to ammunition found there.
Less than 48 hours after his arrest,
Johnson was at a Chicago bar when
his friend and bodyguard, Willie B.
Posey, was shot and killed.

NON SEQUITUR

Posey also had been arrested on
drug possession charges when police
raided Johnson's home.
The Bears suspended Johnson for
one game for being at the club.
Briscoe, speaking outside court,
said Johnson is doing well under the
circumstances and is trying to focus
on his job with the Bears.
"We're confident we have a defense
to this," Briscoe said. "The facts will
show he's done nothing wrong."
Lake County assistant state's
attorney
Mary
Stanton
said
prosecutors believe in the strength of
the evidence.
"One of the loaded rifles was found
in Qohnson's) own bedroom," she
said.
If found guilty on the Lake Counry
gun charges, Johnson faces a maximum
sentence of a year in jail.
During the hearing, Potkonjak
joked that he is a Green Bay Packers
fan.
The judge granted a defense request
to allow Johnson to travel freely
outside the state.

But authorities in Cook County
have alleged that Johnson's arrest
violated his earlier probation terms on
a 2005 gun charge.
A Cook Counry judge has ordered
Johnson to stay at home except to go
to work, and he needs permission to
leave Illinois. The next hearing in that
probation-violation case is scheduled
for Jan. 23.
Also Tuesday, the (Arlington
Heights) Daily Herald reported that
Gurnee police visited Johnson's house
at least 30 times in the last two years
with some calls coming from neighbors
and other from inside the home.
The newspaper, cmng police
documents, said the reasons included
animal-related complaints, a domestic
dispute and reports of gunshots being
fired in the backyard.
Johnson's defense attorney said the
police visits were a result of Johnson's
celebrity status.
"With any celebrity, people get
called to their homes," Briscoe said.
''lhere was nothing involving him
that would require his arrest."

I WILEY MILLER
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Crossword

36 Caron of "An
ACROSS
American in
Classified
Paris"
4 Part of a U.R.L
37 Suffix with west
7 What a famous
38 Canadian
woman may
Thanksgiving
play in a movie
mo.
14 Depress, with
39 Wide's partner
"out"
40 Orthodontist's
15 "Gotcha!"
deg.
16 Pigged out
41 Matthew of "Full
17 Bowlegged
Metal Jacket"
comic of classic
43
Carom
films
45
Ran sandpaper
19 See 27-Down
over
20 Talk with an Irish
46 Mark's planet
brogue, eg.
47 Prefix with
21 Bamboo
magnetic
muncher
48 Composer
22 Unwanted mail
Rorem and
24 Ostrich cousins
others
26 Height Prefix
49 0-star movie
30 Some cartridges 50 Not speak
clearly
31 Not agin
51
Cooking
pots
32 Lament
54
At
any
time
34 Classroom
missile
56 See 3-Down

Edited by Will Shortz

No. 1129

59 One who knows
the score?
62 Friendly
63 "We
the
World"
64 Wrap up
65 Walks the beat
66 They're burned
on purpose
67 Morn's mate

DOWN
1 "Dynasty" airer
2 "Isn't that
obvious?!"
3 Petty creature
of the Rockies,
with 56-Across?
4 Bulwark
5 Pallid pirate,
with 32-Down?
6 Pallid
7 Laughter
8 Prince's school
9 Abbr. after
many a
general's name
10 Bows
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
11 Whitney who
....,......,.,.,.,.,
invented the
cotton gin
12 Cut (off)
-i.+:::+.::-1 13 Mil. installations
18 Gas stove light
21 Knitter's stitch

28 Indiana Jones's
entourage

42 To the extent
that, with "as"
43
Little kangas
29 Convenient kind
of shopping
44 Gives a hoot
49 Creepy motel of
32 See 5-Down
filmdom
33 Architect
52 Gray wolf
Saarinen
53 Lie around
35 Study (up on)
55 Churchillian
39 Not budging
gestures

56 Protestant
denorn.
57 "- ,- little teapot
58 "Scram!"
59 Bucko
60 It's in your
genes
61 Otherworldly

-=+::::+:::-! 22 Diamond
figures
":"t:::+ft-:':-i 23 Be on the mend
25 Sandwich from
the oven
-::::+....tr:-1 27 Merciless
"M*A*S*H"
medic, with
19-Across?

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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WOMEN 'S TRACK AND FIELD
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I NOTEBOOK

Women work on getting over injuries
By Brandy Provaznik

old high school coach. But none of that is equivalent to what
we do here. It is good to be back."

Staff Reporter

No time for breaks
With many of the athletes having close
to three months to prepare for the Early
Bird Meet, last December, the outcome
was evidence of all the preparation.
Eastern had four medal winners and
three women make it into Eastern's top
ten list.
Freshman Caitlin Finnegan and
Shawana
Kandace Arnold both made the list in
their first collegiate meet.
Smith
Finnegan placed eighth on Eastern's
all-time top ten in the 60-meter hurdles
with a time of9.38 seconds.
Arnold placed sixth on the list in the weight throw (52 feet
2 in.) and eighth in the shot put (43 feet I 0.75 in.).
Sophomore Shawana Smith placed eighth on the top ten
in the 200-meter (25.74 seconds) and 60-meter dash (7.84
sec.).
Smith said she wants to push herself to get even better and
even though it was hard over break, she still kept practicing.
"I live right in the middle of Chicago and it is hard to
get around, everything is spread out," Smith said. "With the
traffic and the weather it was tough but I practiced with my

n Ruck
FROM PAGE 12

Anyway, one of the questions I
used to get a lot in high school was,
"Why do you like track so much?"
N o matter how I would try to
explain it, nobody would get it.
They would refer to it as just
running around in circles, but they
didn't understand the adrenaline
rush that I got right before a race
or the feeling of accomplishment
when I was done with a meet.
I always liked track because it
was both an individual and team
sport.
Only one person can prepare you
for a race and only one person is out

"It usually takes about three weeks to get back to where
we were in December because we had about three months
to prepare for that one day (Early Bird)," said women's head
coach Mary Wallace.
Now the runners have just come off a three-week break
and have only two weeks to prepare for the upcoming Mega
Meet at 9 a.m. Jan. 20 at Lantz Arena.
The break helped some of the women, while others may
have been slowed down by the lack of practice as a team.

TOM AKERS

I MEN'S HEAD COACH

"I was really pleased with our
performance in the Early Bird Meet
and now all we need to do is keep
training hard and get healthy."
"I practiced on my street, that was my track because I
live in the country," said senior jumper Deb H asick. "It was

there racing against others.
That person is you. Your coach
can tell you what you need to do,
but only you can get the job done
and your coach isn't the one out
there running the race either.
H owever, your team is working
individually to earn points so your
team can win.
You also have the relay teams that
cause you to work with teammates.
Senior distance runner Jillian
Blondell gets asked the infamous
question a lot and she feels like only
runners will ever understand.
"I love to run because I get a
feeling of accomplishment when
I finish a hard workout or race,"
Blondell said. "I also know that not
everyone can do it."
Another thing that some people

probably don't realize is that track
and field is not all about running
around a track.
If you come to a meet you will
see athletes doing such things as
throwing shot put, long jumping or
pole vaulting.
The athletes who participate in
the jumps or throws events work
just as hard as everybody else on
the team. They have to work on
strength and technique.
A long jumper can't just run
down the runway and jump into
the pit of sand. They have to have
certain steps and techniques in
order to jump far.
The same goes with the pole
vaulters and throwers.
Track and field is not just all
about loving the sport and having

difficult because it was cold, and my lungs and what not. But
it was still good to have somewhere to train and be doing
something."
Freshman distance runner Erin O'Grady said training
over the break and staying with it helped to show her how
disciplined and strong she can be on her own.

Injury update
Men's head coach Tom Akers said his biggest concern on
the women's side is the handful of injuries and a thin lineup.
"I was really pleased with our performance in the Early
Bird Meet and now all we need to do is keep training hard
and get healthy," Akers said.
Sprinters Tarra Grant, Chandra Golden, Samantha Manto,
and Ogechi N wordu have been trying to train and get back to
a competitive level.
Golden said she felt really good about her training and is
hoping to be back close to normal speed by next week.
Manto broke her right fibula during the rugby season but
said she is doing well.
"I just had my X-ray, and it has been about two months
and it looked awesome," Manto said. "You can't see the break
and it is not edgy or anything."
Grant said she is just going to take it slowly and not rush
anything.
"It is going to take time," Grant said. "Injuries happen but
my main focus is to get back out there and compete."

talent, it's about the kind of
fulfillment you get.
Sometimes the workouts are hard
on your body, but at the end of the
workout you feel like you actually
did something with your life.
Blondell gets a fulfillment in life
from running.
"When I go home for the day I
know I did something that is not
only making me a better athlete/
runner but a healthier person,"
Blondell said.
H owever, like any other sport,
there comes frustration.
Blondell explains her frustrations
as a win/loss scenario. "In the sport
I feel you either feel real good or
you feel bad, there is kind of no in
between."
She goes on to explain 90 percent
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of running is mental.
So either you're with it, or you're
not.
Other frustrations can come
from peers. Some people say our
sport isn't really exciting or an actual
sport, but they don't realize that we
work just as hard and sacrifice our
bodies just like any other athlete
would in any other sport.
H owever, we can't let our
frustrations get to us. We can only
use them to fuel our fire.
So if anybody wants to know
why track and field athletes do
what they do, they should stop by
a practice or a meet and look at the
runner after they finish a workout
or their event.
The look on their face should be
enough to explain.
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WOMEN 'S BASKETBALL

I NOTEBOOK

Talent level doesn't reflect slump
By Marc Correnti

a year ago.
Last year, the Lady Racers finished seventh in the conference
with a 9-11 record. They were a young team led by talented
post player Joi Scott.
With the return of the Racer's Scott and Murray State's
roster a year older, the Racers have climbed to the top of the
OVC with a 6-1 record.
It's something that Sallee hopes to duplicate.
" If you look at the top of the league, it's the teams that are
older and more mature," Sallee said. "Growing up is definitely
part of it."

Staff Reporter

In losing five straight games and seven of eight overall, the
women's basketball team is all in agreement on the negatives
that have put a damper on what looked like a breakout
season.
After a convincing 89-70 victory at Tennessee Tech to
open the Ohio Valley Conference season, the Panthers were
riding high, looking like a team that would exceed preseason
expectations.
But a discouraging 67-62 loss to a Tennessee State team
that had lost 21 conference games in a row just went to show
how inconsistent the Panthers are this season.
Eastern head coach Brady Sallee said a lack of talent isn't
the problem.
"We've got multiple players that are really good players,"
he said. "Our talent level has increased dramatically."
While Sallee pays lip service to his team's potential, he also
knows that with youth comes inconsistency.
"We've got to learn how to win basketball games," Sallee
said.
Sallee took it a step further, using an analogy that would
suggest he might have took an auto mechanic class in his
day.
"We're like an old car," he said. "We threw a couple brand
new spark plugs in there, but the engine still needs some
work."

Shooting woes
One thing the Panthers don't have this year compared to
last season is a consistent third scorer.
After freshman Jessica H uffman (17.9 points per game)
and sophomore Rachel Galligan (17.8 ppg), the Panthers
next highest scorer is senior Meggie Eck (10.4 ppg).
The senior guard has struggled from three-point range
during the Panthers' five-game losing streak, making 8-of-26
(30.7 percent).
"Personally, it's something I'm disappointed with," Eck
said. "It seems like (the shooting slumps) always happen
when you're losing."
While Eck and freshman guard Ashley Thomas (9.4 ppg)
have traded third-scorer duties, Eck knows the impact her
outside shooting can have on a team with a dominant post
player in Galligan.
"I know I'm a good shooter," Eck said. "It's just a slump.
I'm not too concerned with it."

Sallee looks to Murray State formula
At this point in conference play last season, the Panthers
were 4-3. The Panthers are currently 2-5, sitting in ninth
place in the 11-team OVC.
Sallee compares the Panthers to a Murray State team from

JAY GRABIEC I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Sophomore forward Rachel Galligan drives the lane against
Austin Peay at Lantz Arena on Saturday afternoon.

PANTHERS LAST FIVE GAMES RECORD
11

Overall: 0-5

11

Ohio Valley Conference: 0-4

n Competition

n Postseason
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FROM PAGE 12

JESSIE REYES
HEAD COACH
Burge and the other seniors
will get a chance to work out
before scouts at Eastern's pro day,
which is usually held during spring
break, and a variety of camps and
independent combines.
The NFL combine, held in late
February at the RCA Dome in
Indianapolis, is by invitation only.
Last season Eastern alums Kory
Lothe and Pascal Mada were given
free agent deals by the St. Louis
Rams and New Orleans Saints,
respectively.
Lothe was cut in the Ram's first
week of training camp and Matla
survived multiple cuts only to be
dropped prior to the start of regular
season.
Signing a free agent deal after
the draft is actually a leg up on
most seniors graduating from small
programs like Eastern's.
Seymour said pro scouts
often want to see I-AA athletes
prove themselves against better
competition before giving them a
shot in the N FL.
"We shouldn't be treated like
that," Seymour said. "But that's
the way it is. Look at Tony Romo;
he was the Walter Payton Award
(winner) and still had to sign as a
free agent."
That 'better competition' is
usually in the Canadian Football
League and the Arena Football
League.
Both are avenues players have
successfully taken to the N FL
But sometimes the CFL and
the AFL are not the entry level for
players, but a step up on the ladder
to the NFL.
Justin Midgett, a Florida transfer
who was deemed academically
ineligible at Eastern before he took a
single snap, is currently the backup
quarterback for the Arena2 Florida
Firecats.
The Arena2 is one of many small
semi-pro football leagues in the

I PURDUE

"Where they were
supposed to win
at (1)74 and
(1 )84 they did
really well and
won some extra
points."

FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Senior line backer Lucius Seymour tackles Eastern Kentucky's senior tight end Patrick Bugg at Eastern
Kentucky. Seymour had 83 tackles this past season. Seymour said he plans to continue his future in football
no matter whether it's the NFL, the Arena Football League, the Canadian Football League or a semi-pro
football league.

country where players can prolong
their playing careers while earning a
small paycheck.
Both Seymour and Webb said
they will look at all options to

continue playing the sport they
love, but the ultimate dream is to
be on the same stage as Romo, front
and center in an N FL playoff game,
regardless of the outcome Saturday

night.
"I just want to keep playing
football," Webb said. "I want to
continue playing the sport as long
as I can."

"We're in the middle of the Big
Ten. If you draw a four hour radius
around here, you got Purdue, you
got N otthwestern, you got Iowa,
and you got Illinois," McCausland
said. "You go another hour you got
Michigan and Eastern Michigan.
If you go a little bit southwest
you got Missouri, which is the #1
ranked team in the country this
year, but we don't have them on
the schedule. We have for the last
10 years."
Jessie Reyes, the head coach of
Purdue, said the stats do not give
any indication of how close the
meet was and the amount of fight
the Panthers put up.
"They came out and competed
hard," Reyes said. "It's just
that where we were favored we
capitalized. Where they were
supposed to win at (1)74 and (1)84
(weight class) they did really well
and won some extra points."
McCausland said facing these
big teams is a two-sided sword with
so many young kids this year.
Freshman Billy Gallo, who
wrestles at the 165-weight class,
said the matches are a different
level of intensity and competition.
"Match by match I have to
continue to get better and the only
way to do that is to wrestle better
guys," Gallo said. "I haven't won
a lot of matches this year and that
just gives me more boost to strive."

WRESTLING

I REGIONAL PREPARATION

SPORTS Wrestling with the big boys
WEDNESDAY
1.10.07

Big 10 helps Panthers prepare
for chance for national title
By Adam Larck
Staff Reporter

triplethreat

Although head coach Tom Akers
has had more success with the men's
track program, ( 16 titles, both indoor
and outdoor, in 10 years) the women's
team had its share of honors too. The
Panthers finished second in ZOOZ
and ZOOS in the Indoor Ohio Valley
Conference Championships.
Eastern's Alicia Harris won the
ZOO-meter dash and the 400-meter
dash en route to being named the OVC
Co-Athlete of the Year in Z004.
Eastern's distance medley relay
has won the event at the Indoor
Championships from ZOOO-Z003.
All of the athletes are gone from
these championships teams and it will
be up to the current team to make a
mark at the OVC Indoor Championships.
The Panthers are young, with Z4 of
the 3Z athletes being underclassmen
this season.
Here are three female underclassmen on the track team who will
help them compete at the OVC Indoor
Championships.

While other Ohio Valley Conference schools
are concentrating on basketball, swimming or
indoor track, the Panthers have one other sport
on their mind.
Eastern is the only school in the OVC to
acmally have an NCAA wrestling program.
Being the only team, finding competition
of the same school size can be difficult. This is
why head coach Ralph McCausland adopted a
different strategy to facing schools.
"It's just kind of been my philosophy over

FOOTBALL

the years that (if) you're going to compete at
the national level you need to be exposed to
national level competition," he said.
Already the team has faced No. 8
Northwestern in a dual meet and 11 (Missouri,
Minnesota, Oklahoma State, Iowa, Iowa State,
Oklahoma, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin,
Michigan State, West Virginia) of the top 20
schools in tournaments.
McCausland said his reasons for facing so
many of the top teams is to show his players
what will be at the national level so there are
no big surprises.
"Sure, you like to get some wins under
our belt, but you know when we go against
Indiana I think they'll be 1Oth in the country,"
he said. "We still have Central Michigan which

might be as high as eighth in the country. We
could shy away from that and go to a lesser
competition but don't want to."
Junior wrestler Greg Perz also thinks the
tougher competition is better to face instead of
weaker teams.
"It always helps to go against the best guys
in the nation to see where you're at," he said.
"The only way to get better is to wrestle good
competition. It's not going to help beating on a
bunch of bad kids; it helps to wrestle the good
kids."
Multiple teams the Panthers face come from
the Big Ten conference. Out of the 11 schools
located in the Big Ten, Eastern faces eight of
the teams, including Purdue.
n

SEE COMPETITION, PAGE 11

I FUTURE FOOTBALL HOPES

1. Sophomore Shawana Smith- At the
Early Bird Meet Smith placed second in the
60-meter dash with a time of 7.84 seconds
and she won the 200-meter dash with a
time of 25.7 4 seconds.
2. Freshman Kandace Arnold- Arnold
led the Panthers to a one-two-three finish
in the shot put. Her throw of 43 feet 10.8
inches garnered first place against her two
teammates. Her throw of 52 feet 2 inches
was good for second place in the weight
throw competition at the Early Bird Meet.
3. Freshman Caitlin FinneganFinnegan was third in the 60-meter hurdles
with a time of 9.38 seconds. Finnegan came
back later in the day with a time 1: 41.38
seconds to finish second in the 600-meter
dash.

FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Senior running back Vincent Webb, Jr. stretches for more yards. Webb had 1,405 yards on 264 carries this year. He is ranked second on
Eastern's all-time rushing yards list. Webb is hoping to get a look from pro scouts at Eastern's pro day during spring break.

- Kevin Murphy

A Runner's
Understanding
Sometimes I wonder how many
times a day I get asked the question,
"Why?"
Why do I do this and why do
I do that? I just turn right around
and ask the person why they want
to know or why do they care.lhen I
realize that I'm asking the question
just as much. Now you know what
my day consists of.

n SEE RUCK,
PAGE 10

Molly Clutter:
In the Ruck
The sophomore outside center for
Eastern's rugby team is providing The
Daily Eastern News with a weekly look at
what it's like being a female athlete.

Postseason Preparations
Seniors prepare for
professionals after graduation

SENIOR HIGHLIGHTS:
FACTS ON DEFENSIVE
PLAYERS
" Name: Tristan Burge

By Joe Waltasti

" Position: Strong Safety

Sports Reporter

When the football slipped through Tony
Romo's hands Saturday night in Seattle he
botched the Dallas Cowboy's chances at a
miracle Super Bowlmn.
But that miscue did nothing to derail
the dreams of Eastern's football team's 17
seniors that look to Romo as an inspiration, a
Panther that did the impossible and continued
his career in the NFL.
Romo, the 2002 Walter Payton Award
winner (the I-AA equivalent to the Reisman
Trophy) as the Panthers' starting quarterback,
was not taken in the NFL draft following his
semor season.
Instead, the Cowboys signed him to a free
agent contract a few days after the draft.
This is a path many players take - I-A and
I-AA alike - to try and earn a spot on an NFL
roster.
Four seniors, safety Tristan Bmge, running
back Vincent Webb Jr., guard Jon Rueter and

Burge

" Key stat: Named Second
TeamAll-American
" Name: Ludus Seymour
" Position: Linebacker
" Key stat: 83 tackles his
senior year

Seymour

outside linebacker Lucius Seymour have the
best chance at earning a free-agent contract
or hopefully, a late-round draft choice.
Seymour said his best chance at playing
professionally would be to switch from
linebacker to strong safety.
Although he has started making the
change, the 5-foot-10 Delray Beach, Fla.,
native is not won'ied about it in the short
tetm.
"Right now I'm just working out, getting

ready for the (NFL) combine," Seymour said.
"I'm hying to get on a team playing special
teams first and then I can wony about the
position change later."
Reuter had a chance to compete at the
second annual Magnolia Gt'idiron Classic in
Jackson, Miss., during winter break and got
the first chance to display his abilities before
pro scouts and compete in combine dt'ills.
The MGC is an all-star game that pits
small-school I-A players against I-AA
athletes.
Webb is working out in his hometown of
St. Louis trying to improve his measures.
Webb and his agent laid out perfotmance
benchmarks - a 4.4 second mark in the 40yard dash and 20 bench reps at 225 lbs. - that
will get him noticed by pro scouts.
"Those marks will help me reach the next
level," said Webb. "I will get the opportunity
to showcase my talent and the work I have
put (in) it."
Webb said Burge, who was selected to
three All-American lists after the season, is
also working out with an agent to improve
his speed and strength.
n
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